[Study of hemoglobinopathies found in Belgium].
Our purpose is to illustrate our contributions to the study of the haemoglobinopathies observed in Belgium. We described a new deletion leading to major thalassaemia and have established that the erythropoietin production is adequate in this disease. We were particularly interested in some manifestations of iron overload (polyendocrinopathy, roles of the decreased phagocytosis and of the desferrioxamine therapy in the predisposition to infections, protective role of desferrioxamine in the protection against the progression of HIV-1 infection). The prevention of thalassaemia major has deserved our particular attention. As concerns sickle cell anemia, we have underlined some particular aspects of the clinical expression of the disease. The use of new therapeutic approaches (bone marrow transplantation, hydroxyurea) has also been outlined.